g Approved For Release 2007/08/10 : CIA-RDP80-00810A004600370006-8

% A _
‘ CLASHMCATION LS FIL-iL iy -
CQUNTRY Czechoslovakia - -

TOPIC. gin{ankxzﬁchool in Lipnik nad Bec:o:\’ .
LT g o,

- - - ',. L R TN Y Sy ® .o,

-

EVALUATION.

Ll

DATE OF CONTE
DATE OBTAINED .
" REFERENCES

5' ’\i'-.rd‘,-,f'__ _ R
PAGES.—aZ" - ENCLOSURES (4q. & frpe_s

" - . - el -

Tae o _ - BL4OTYHY
REMARKS P e : - . . —~
e i. Thisis UNEVALUATED -, % Semy it 0 e s SO0

. RS ‘ B v i . ] ‘ ﬂj*!“".. P -, ] e

R |"‘—" 4 - . TR’ 1

- 4 S K N ,‘.,vw_» .. - S wiE

fm il drN, o e T

. v
1. n 31 kay 1953, the infantry school in uipnik nad ‘Bedvou (P 50/u Ly) 25X1

( ‘Pchotni Uciliste Lipnik nad Becvou') was subordiaste directly to the
Schouls bepartment of the hinistry of sational Defense, Thy school which
served to train regular officer candidates was located in the Dukla
Bafracks (*Dukelske assarny-) on the northeastern border of iipnik and
north of the highway to Hranice (P 50/U 25). 1he buildings of the former
military scudemy in Hranice housed the artillery achool,

/ - : .
Ze - Jubordinate to the school headcuarters which included the instruct.on staff
wore the officer candidalss who wese organized into battalions, a rescrve
officers? rotraining course,-a hend udrters cumpany, and a motor traus; ort
company. There were no speciul instruetion .irpops,

3e In the spring of 1953, the achool had three battulions of thrce companies, \
each of which nwabered 12U officer candidates and one mustar batiwulion of
three companies which also consisted of officer candidales. lhe officer
candidates; who were 18 to 35 yeurs old, weie recruited from graduales of
secondary schools, jupils of Jana Zisky &chools, soldiers who hud com.leted one
year of active service, regular iCUs and pupils who cams from special
premilitacry training institutes for officer candidatles. no detailed

" information on the lat.er institutes was availubls, ufficer candidates
who came from red-rve officer. schouls joined the trainecs in the secund
class of every course of inst.uction, After completing the two yuars'
instruciion cearse, s lrainess were aischarged as lisutenanis. Juring

these two you.s they reuoted to the rank of mastss serysant
(Starsinaj. ail Elmve.vmhs or Glovaks, while an duty, the
trainecs of the sacl re norwal infaatry uniforms. .bile on leave, they wore

uniforms which were made.to measure of a be.ver cloth. the epauicts, which
mounted no arms insignia and whose background wus red, were bordered with
golden braid. lrainees of the firat class wore one gold suripe aud those
of the second claas two gold stripes, € cm long and 1 cm wide en their
left sleeves gbout 10 cm above the cufia, .

4> ‘The retra#ning course to which source belonged served the purpose of training
reserve officers as comp and batial¥on leaders according to soviet
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prineiples of training and combat, Since there was not enough room

in the Lukelske Kasarny for the trainees who numbered about 200 officers,
they wore ~uartersd dbn the 2d and 3d floors of the former high aschuol on
the nortne:n border of the cily, on the west side of the road to
Bohuslnviky (& 50/0 05), south of the railroad line. Auother course of

o sate vy @ had been held thege before; and anothe: was scheduled to foliow,
the courss nus orgaudeed inbo five platoons each of which formed a separate
¢lasy and hed ils_own clussroom. Aboul 40 percent bf the trainees wers
ool s of Lz [CFef Pursuaut to existing orders the course included a

CP§ orgualeailon under the wanagement of ieserve Junior ijeutenant

Josef Vrosilly This Lommunist puuity organization was rather inscbive.

Aboue L0 poicent of the trainees werv anti-comwunisls and, in case of

wary taaf wouldd seize the Lirst opportunily to desert,

e ‘‘he hoaddbueriery company of the schuol included the entire auxilisay
personnel such as clesks, ordeclies, guards, craltamen, ¢ooks, etes
The woter Lransport compeny which numberod about 60 men had 3 aetasy
15 Pmbiu-1il brucks, 15 Peaga B brucks; 10 HéL trucks, and 5 Jaws
<30 movoigycies, : .

6. Subjecls of instruciion and training at the school included tactics,
artillery enploynent, employment of the bank area, signal service,
snglieur swrvice, cheanlcal service, marksmanship, topography and physieal

o Ahnsw wat one director of training and several inslruction

officers for vach of these subjects, Guly one instruction officer was

avallnils Jo.o- sach subject of winor importance, Socalied eabiness, i.e,

roome wnuie insirucilon alds and wanuals, orders, items of afulpment,

wogule, photegrapis and oiher pictures of all types, schemss and

Crawiges were Zepb, were availuble. In ench cablnet there was an

iu:stx;uch.’.u:.; ciVicer who gave the siplanations desired,
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8, ‘Lraining in the retcadning course focused on theorstical and practieal
tactics, marksmanship training and pelitical indoctrination, The cther
subjects of instructlon were also regularly dealt with, but were
conaidesed of secondary luportance, In addition to the atandard training
program, lsctuies were hald on the Soviet Ariny organiszatien and tactical
employrnent of molorized snd mechanized infantry units; auton@Wve
malntenance and service at a wotor transport company, medical service in
case of war, supply service, and military correspondence,

J. The uniis of the infantry school held major exercises in the arsa of the
idbava (¥ 50/v 07) troop vraining grounds, The school mainly used the
Slavkov (Uehloek, P 50/0 13) = lanosov (Prusinowiiz, P 50/0 13) - Kozlav
(rozlau, ¥ 50/0 13) area, The hcadquarters of the Libava troop

* tralning grounds was located in the building of the former townhall in
kesto iibnva. Tho arca around Velka Strelna (Uross altersdorf, ¥ 50/0 @8)
was used 2o a treining ground and firing range for tank trocpse. Ihe
apartaent houses in the tonn of Keprivazi (Bpperswaien, P 50/N 96) » which
were siili wsable, uuartered soveral courses of insiruction such as a
snipers® course, an ovservers' course, a partisans' course, and a
training course for combat in Gowns. A fleld firing range for infantry
wiits was loeated in the area around Jestrabd (Habicht, F 50/0 05), The
arca arcund Varhost {Haslicht, F 50/C 05) was used as a training ground for
chemlenl sawbat tralning. An artillery range was located in the arca around
sdlovany {idlbes, P 50/0 06). Unce, tents ‘axcavated bunkers were ‘
cbserved dn the area north of lesto libava,* The twaindng ground in the
station area which was used by the infantry school was located on the
northeastern border of lipnlk, betwesn the railroad iine and the way to
Jeaerniee (¥ 50/0 15), ihis ground included the improved defense sector of
a piatoen with fire trench, communication trenches, sleeping bunker,
gasproof shelter, command post of the platoon leader, emplacements for
ieavy machine pguns and 57-mm AT guns and wire entanglements, located in
this aroa were nlso wodel structures of varlous bunker types such as
excaval d bunkers (Zemljanky), Guartering bunikers {Partyzanky), and
indisn huts constiucted of long poles. Another section of tne tralning
ground was vacd for the training of telephone operators, radio
operators, medical scuads and flame throwor scuads, i athletie Jicld
(Polni Telocvicna), was also available, There were two obstacle courses,
Fraciices in the one course served to train the men in the overconing of
field obstacles such as brick walls, high walls, gangplanks, deep treuches;
ebc. dhe sscund course was wsed bo train infanirymen especially for the
final sta.e of asszault and penelrations Un this course, the tiraince hud to

Ceract ever a disuance of 50 metera under a wire ned, 40 cm high,
subsccuently to run a distande & 60 meters, and finally to peneirate,
daring ibis race, the trainse had to cross two trenches, @hrow tvo hand
grenaces and hil three dunay figwes with his baycnet.

10, RNew ueapuns Sie pariicipants of the retraining couraec were shown included
the recoililess rifle (Fancerovka), the lacasnice (an AT weapon similar te
the CGersan aray bazooka), and the model PTa=57 Al gun (Protitankovy nanon 57)p
the Yarasnice hsd a caliber of 100 mm, was 180 ca long, and weighed <6
kilograus. Becsuse the Tarasnice had two sugporting wheels; the aiming of
the loadcs weapon could be effscted under limited exertion, On marchee the
weapon was loaded on a cart which was drawn by a single hoise, Lhe crew of
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» the weapon included six men, namelysthe crew leader; the gunner, the
assiatant gunner; two ammunition bearers, and one draughtaman., The
weapon ‘including the crew was called "Tarasnicova Skupina®, Two
Skwpiny for.ed a squad, Two squads were organized into one platoon.
Source lired with the Tarasnice at a dummy tank, 1,500 amvters distant,
and sald that the accuracy of fire was excellent. Ihe rearmard derting flame
was about 10 meters long, lhite smoke was observed at the moment of
discharge, while derk swoke appeared over the point of burst. The
bursting charge consisted of cast tritol. Only one type of projectiles was
known, German Army gas masks with training filters were still used during all
chemical combat practices, The instruction officer said that new Czech gas
nmasks were belng developed.

1. I:Em_m;n,’gq, The infantry officer school in iipnik and the artillery officer
school in Hranice are known and are also confirmed by other information
until May 1353, No recent information comparable with the present dwtalled
statements is available, Thesc statements generally agree with those made
by Deserter Kacerik,

2, [ |Corment, Mesto Libava is the training grounds of the IV Army Corps
in Brno. It is known that the Slavkov area is used mainly by the infantry
school in lipnik,

3
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